A dear colleague gave me the book 'Better, a surgeon's notes on performance' by Atul Gawande as a present. He seemed surprised that I had not read any books by this writer. Being very much involved in training in generic competencies and being an enthusiastic storyteller and listener, this book was the perfect gift for me. The book is about generic competencies told from the heart of a surgeon. Atul observes the world around him and discusses questions about medical performance. Let me quote from the book:
workers. We are all familiar with the characteristics of the system we work in and doubt whether we will ever be able to create change and improvement. Atul Gawande's stories are lessons for life that will give you strength and courage to keep working towards a better health care system. They teach you to stop complaining, to observe, to be creative and to embrace change.
This book, and the other books by Atul Gawande, 'Complications' and 'The Checklist Manifesto', should be compulsory reading for every doctor. These books are important to discuss with our students and our postgraduate trainees. They will enjoy reading the brilliant stories, but more importantly, they will be offered a glance into the health care of the future, which will be in their hands.
Fedde Scheele (I am now a great fan of Atul Gawande, Thanks!)
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